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2. Cord laces only must be used to hold papers in file cover. 

3. Minute Sheets to be attached to the left-hand inside cover and 
enclosures to the right-hand side. 
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ment. Correspondence from and to outside bodies is in appear 
as an enclosure and a brief summary of every enclosure is to be 
included in the minute which gives the enclosure its number and 
makes it part of the file. If the enclosure is in one part, its number 
will be followed by the letter “A,” subsequent parts being lettered 
“ B,” “ C,” “ D,” etc. 

5. Minute number one is to be on the printed side of the Minute Sheet 
and is to faco the cover on the minute side of the file. 

6. Correspondence on subjects on which a file already exists must not 
be made on loose Minute Sheets— the file must be obtained and action 
taken thereon. 

7. Minutes must be added in numerical order and both sides of the 
Minute Sheets are to be used. 

8. Files must not be passed between Branches by hand without transit 
slips. 

9. Notes of action taken may be entered on the Minute Sheets, other- 
wise unaddressed minutes will not be made. 

10. Minutes may be noted by Officers placing their initials over the 
reference to them at the minute head and such words as “ agree” 
and concur” mny be used to obviate separate minutes by individual 
addressees. An Officer’s initials so placed will indicate concurrence 
v;ith the minute. 

11. In Column I on the cover is to be indicated the persons for whom 
minutes or enclosures are intended, the number of that minute or 
enclosure and the date it is passed out from the last person noting 
(or otherwise using) the file being indicated in columns 2 and 
3, respectively. 

12. When the person indicated in column I has taken the necessary 
action on the file, he (or his representative) will draw a line through 
the reference to him in columns I, 2 and 3 on the cover and will 
place his initials in column 4, indicating that the necessary action 
has been taken. He will then indicate on the next line to whom 
the file is to pass— completing columns 2 and 3. 
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1. On the 3rd May, 1952, Sydney Newspapers featured 
prominently "Hying Saucer" reports. Attached hereto 
for information is a copy of a report prepared as a 
result of interviews with the persons concerned. 
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. . uxU: :!': Oi\i UI'IUaUAL SIGHTINGS OM 3RD ivlAY. 1952 

/ 

1* It is desired to advise that on 4th May, 1952, Wing 

Corntnander I.L, Oampbell requested that the Staff Officer 
Intelligence and the Assistant Provost Marshal jointly investigate 
newspaper reports on unusual sightings on 3rd May, 1952, 

Kenneth John Shipley, P.Iu*G, employee, of No, 37 Victoria 
Street, Burwood, wai^ interviewed and he said "At about 6-10 a.ra. 
on 3rd May I was sitting in a P.M.G. truck outside the Nnfield 

Office with Reg. Edwards (P.M.G. driver) and V/illiam Anderson 
(.i^.M.G. employee) when Edwards drew my attention to a bright li^ht 
moving across the sky, v/e all watched it for a few seconds 
from the truck, then we all scrambled out of the truck and stood 
in the street. Once while we were watching it, it disappeared 
behind clouds but I saw it again and pointed it out to the others 
Finally it disappeared behind a cloud and we did not see it again." 

3* V/hen asked to describe the ob;ject Shipley said "It 

looked like a number (he thought six or seven) of circular lights 
in a st^ight line. The colour of the lights was similar to 
street lighting, there was no noise, no apparent shape. The hdirht 
seemed to be similar to the height of aircraft I have seen flyin'- 
around ^ydney but the speed was definitely faster although I don^t 
th^k It was twice as fast. The truck was facing south and the 

truck, moving eastward. The 
^ staright path and did not climb or descend and I 
did not see any trail or vapour behind the lights." Jhen asked 
how he kr»w the time Shipley said "Reg. Edwards said ’what is the 

time ? I was the only one with a watch which I loolod at and said 
ten past six," 

^ j Reginald Edwards, P.M.G. transport driver, of liawtho^'ne 
Parade, Haoerfield, was interviewed and said "On Saturday, "rd Mav 
i ^ P.M.G. truck in Emu Street, outside the Enfield 

Post Office with Ken Shipley and Bill .^nderson, who are also P.IurG. 
employees^ I leaned forward in the cabin to press the sta»*tsr 
button and saw some bright lights moving across the sky. I said to 
•Look at this and we all watched for a few seconds, then 
mf stood in the street for a few more second^ 

_ The lights went behind a cloud and we lost them, ohipley 
saw them reappear and we watched them until they v^ent behind a ^ ^ 

again. The lights reininded'me of a 
ship at sea at night vvith Just the lights visible but no 
superstructure. They travelled in. a straight line, did not rise or 



the 
got 



others 
out of 
watching. 



thought 



the 



speed 



fall and seamed to be moving from oast to west 

nay have been about 500 miles per hour, I later ran!->- the Svd nav 
Hai’ald and told them my story." v/hen asked^how lar--e the 
lights were, in comparison with the street lights w^'ich we«a"on^af 

ll"ht^«Luf Ion intarviaw, Sd»arcJs pointed out an ovorhaad'straat*^ 

apMotllatel^ and said the lljhts he had seen .are 

ap Pi 0X1... ate 1^ the g^me size and colour. The lisht indicated 
iidwards was the normal yellow street light in.c^, 



by 



./2 



2 . 



t 

Bruce licKenzle, ex-3..v.A.F. officer, who is now 
an aircraft captain employed by Sast-’Vast .Urllnes, was 
interviewed and he said ;Ut about 0610 hours on 3rd h;a" I was 
in a taxi with my First Officer, John Henry, and the aircraft 

?«i^f .ascot, I si£ht>.d three 

south ? string of smaller lights behind them in the 

travallei rapidly, s.traight and level, in an 
finally disappeared behind a cloud bank. 

smaller ? ^ intense and white, and the 
smalle. li;,hts less intense and more of a yellow colour. The 

lights appeared to bo visible for ap’iroximatel'^ five t-*' ten 
r?e?'rircrtft.^r ' ^ it was probably 

^*<*4 i Hsnry,an ex-R.JuA.P Lancaster pilot, who is now 

l^ast- .ost Airlines, sf.id "At approxime te ly 
OolO hours on 3rd liay I was in a taxi with Bruce McKenzirlnd an 
airline hostess travelling south to Mascot, when I sicrhted some 

lights moved across to the 

^tsappeared. The lights gave me the first impression 
on sunlight shining on a line of wires, but I r.^allsed this was 

risen arjd the street llghL were 

sefn ® ^ ® ^-2 exhaust. I have 

seen both V, I s and V.2 s whilst overseas in England," 

I*, 1 ^ ex-a.A.A.P. pilot and now a Pilot 

wployed by said "A.t about OSOO hours on 3rd May I was 

f if tee? nllerf^m'^Mift® Highway approximately twelve to 

SiH?f f'om Mlttagong on the Sydney side. I sighted an 
intense white light, round like a ball, at an elevation of 30° 

to^eLt^pn^'^oB^??’ light moved across ttie sky from south west 

moved across it aipeared to lose Intensity and a 

th^mfi tall, appeared to bre O: away from 

the main body. This gave a blunt nosed cifar shane to the 

nai?tai?^fl^^f for about So seconds Ld it Lemed to * 

a straight and level course to the east until it 

^ stopped the car and discussed the matter with 

car VCitr<^tsi?Lo^ following me in another 

flnkly‘ broke ^up!" ^ ^ meteorite which 

'venue u spoclallst, Jo. 260 Victoria 

V ^ approximately 0610 hours on 3rd Mav 

ln?teld orm'f tJ Boulevards f.om StraLf'leW to 

ejd'^iid "''L'’ ® of llchts'at the foraard ^ 

end and v. similar cluster at the rear end, I saw a mav moon 

connecting the two clusters of lights I L tinated the ?ei -ht 
to be approximately 3,000 feet and the speed 500-600 mile a 

i r£ 

04 .? ®T®^ 4 .f® ® Oonstellatlon aircraft arrlvln- ahead 
schedule. I estimated the time of sightio- at 0610 «« 

;)u8t previpuBly heard 0603 flvan over the rad in t ho 1 t 
received a telephone call from another qx-R.A.a*p pilot \ 

7ho»as King, „ho told n« ha had alao teen tht' o'b^ of ^rihe'ea^a 



9. I r ThoRjas King, sn employee of the Bank of New South 

‘.Tales, Hunter Street, ydney, vvas Interviewed, I.:r King is an 
ex-P..A.-'..,P. officer and le at present flying at Baoketown 
ae an ‘B.'.A.P, ro.servlet. He said "I was driving my car i-loog 
Lane Cotoe P.d, Ryde, proceeding in a south^.voatarly direction 
•vhen I saw a bright light, like a particularly bright star, 
dir ectly ahead at an elevation of 35°» light was a blue 

white colour, The light first appeared 'o bo stationary and 
then se ined to emit a trail or tail of light or sparks and 
then moved rapidly to the south east, passing from my sight 
behind a cloud, I suppose I watched it for about ten seconds 
• but I did not see any p?o*ticular shape nor could I estimate 
the . speed, ” 



1C, I r ..illiam Robert Burns, Aircraft Accident Insnector, 
emplo^'ed by ,,anta- Amplre ..irways, Aascot, said ".,t about Obi^O 
hours on 3rd Lay 1 was driving to Bankstovvn aerodrome and my 
attention was drav/n to an airvraft in the south west, by my 
companion Ar dhai'les Pisher, Qantas Operations Officer, He 
said ' fhe Conste 11; tion is a bit early this morning', I glanced 
up and saw what appeared to be the sun shi'jing on the polished 
surface of an aircraft fuselage. I said 'It is a bit off the 
Connie e course, it is proSably a D. C.4’. Hhe object appeared to .• 
be flying on a straight course in the direction of Mascot, It 
seemed to be about 3»000— 1;,000 feet above the ground tr''-‘V 9 llln^>' 
at a noraal aircraft speed, I did not follow Its flight af)d 
merely dismissed it as an aircraft .approaching Mascot, 

Subsequently I was inforiiied th^it no aircraft ;..rrlv!d at Mascot 
at or about that time," 



11, Mr Charles Fisher, '.antas .irways Cpe’vatlr.ns Officer, 
said "_t about 06l0 hours on 3rd May I observed what I thought 
was a Constellation aircraft to t he south west, I saw what 
appeared to be the sun shining on the poli.shed surface of an 
aircraft and I thought I saw a fin, shaped similar to the fin of 
a Conste nation. I said to Mr Burns 'Chere Is a Constellation 
coming in, he is a bit early today'. Burns said 'It is a bit off 
track, it is too far south for the Constellation, it may be a 
3.C.4 , I wao subsequently told that the Constellation 
I expected to see did not arrive a'. Mascot until about 0710 hours," 



Hd wards, clerk, of No. 3 Towradgi Hoad, Towradyi. 
(oetwoon Bull! and V/ollongong) said "..t about ten past six on 
the morning of 3rd May I was walking from rny home in Towradp-1 
uowards rrince e Highway. I saw a cluster of lights at an 
elevation of about 30° to i|£)° in the south west, travelling 
east, The coloflir of the light was :?ellow, similar to 



appeared to emit a diesharge 



street lights. The cluster 

and break up slightly leaving a trail of light. The speed of 
movement seemed to be about half the speed of a f.-dling star. 
The lights appeared to cross the coastline due south of ray 
position and disappeared behind a cloud out to sec. I could 
see any shape or size," 



Hoad 



not 



nr* Mr Kelvin .llis. No. 39 Kawkesbury Road, ‘.Testmead, said 
jl w . rlain^ a rnotor cycla ecuthbound along tho Humo Highway 
just on the :^ydney side of Bar go, when I observed a blue -white 
ligho between the trees. It appeared to be oval shaped, taoerin 
to a point at the rear and seemed to be travelling north-east. ‘ 
I stopped the motor cycle and with my companion. Miss Roma 
^riKend on, watched the light disappear behind some treet, I 
estimated the time to be a little after six a.m, by the 
distance I had travelled and the fact that I had turned off 



4. 



14. lilss Eonia Grit r-endon, l’Io.55 ’.Vesfcon Street, Harris 
Park, said ”I was travelling on a motor cycle with Kelvin 311 is 
of V;estn»ad on the morning of the Hay. Just before full 
daylight I saw a blue-white light, oval in shape, between the 
trees with a trail of light with a lesser brilliance behind it. 

I watched it for a short time until I lost sight of it behind 
some trees. It appeared to be travelling in a straight line 
towards the north east.” 

15. Captain C.J. Ireland "A” Bracnh, Victoria Barracks, 
Sydney, was interviewed on this matter. Ho said ” I was 
travelling by car on the Prince’s Highway near Heathcote at 
approxftaately 0600-0610 hours on 3rd Hay when I saw an object 
cross from the south west to the oast at an elevation of about 
300. The object was brilliantly lighted. The front portion 
was an intense white with a blue tint and a string of following 
lights were yellow and flickering. I watched the object for 
approximately 45 seconds during which time it travelled through 
approximately 60° commencing in the south west and finally 
diappearing behind a large thunder-head cloud over tlie sea. .I’hen 
I first sighted the object I was driving at about 50 m.p.h, I 
slowed down and with my fist clenched and arm outstretched I 
covered the object with my fist. At the time of sighting I 
thought the object was a jet aircraft approximately over Kiama 
(60 miles south). The object appeared to be about double the 
length of a Convair aircraft at three miles.” 

16. Hr Arthur William Pidler. 306 Oxford Street, Bondi 
Junction, ex-R.A.A.P. pilot said ”At about O61O hours I was 
standing on the first tee at the Bastlakes golf course wiiting 
to hit off at 0615 hours. I was looking to the south and saw 
an object with a fuselage shape brightly lit, in the south west. 
The light was white and the elevation about degrees, I saw 
the object for about four or five seconds. The light appeared 
less intense at the rear of the object and it maintained a 
straight easterly course finally disappearing into a bank of 
cumulus cloud, I formed the impression that it was a fighter 
type of aircraft and not a bomber type,” 

17. Hr G. HcKenzlo, 56 Linda Street, Belfleld, and a P.M.G, 
employee, said "Shortly after 6 a.m. on 3i?d Hay I was standing at 
t'.e back door of the house looking to the south, I saw a large 
white light move across the sky and it appeared to be round in 
shape. It ddd not have any tail or trail and was tfavelling at 
an elevation of approximately 30*^ to 40°. It finally disappeared 
behind a cloud,” 

10. Hr S.H, Hill, Ilillcrest Ave. Husrtvllle, said 'Hit 

•:bout 6 a.m. or 6.15 e»m. on 3rd Hay whilst parked on tlie roadside 
near Minnamurra on the south coast, my companion Les Long drdd 
my attention to a large lighted object in the sky south of wliere 
we wore standing. It appeared to be a large airship, brightly 
lighted and yellow in cbioui. I estimate it vxjuld be about 
200 feet long, ‘.'/hen I first saw it I thought it would be about 
over Berry and travelling from the west to the east. It crossed 
the coast and disappeared out to sea. Hi did not hear any noise,” 

19. Hr Leslie Long, 98 Coogee Bay Road, Coogee, said ”I 

was with Stan Hill near Hinnamurra on 3rd Hay, I was standing at 
the side of the truck facing south when I saw what I took to be 
a large airship coiling from the west and travailing In an easterly 
direction. I drew Stan’s attention to it and we both watched 
it for a few seconds until it disappeared out to sea. It was 
brightly lighted and I formed tlie opinion that it was an airship." 






/5 ' 



20, Dr A.R, Hogg, •'^sistant Conunonwealth Meteorologist, 

was interviewed at Mt, Strooilo, A,C,T, Dr Hogg said that no 
observations of the sightings reported in the newspapers, had been 
made on May at Mt, Stnamlo, In explanation of the 

sightings he said that on or about May 6th showers of radiants 
from meteors may be seen just before sunrise* These showers 
occur annually and may be expected over a period of several days 
early in May, Dr Hogg explained that meteors and meteorites 
beeoome visible when entering the earth's atmosp^re, which 
extends to approximately sixty (60) kilometres above the earth's 
surface* 

21* It will be noted that in every case the reported 

sighting occurred in the southern sky shortly after 0600 hours, 
the direction of movement being approximately west to east* 
Although it has not been possible to definitely fix the exact 
time each sighting was made, it is considered that all sightings 
were made at the same time, this time being approximately 0610 
hours on 3rd May and therefore it is assumed that all persons 
reported the same sighting* 

22* Where an impression cf distance has been formed 

in most cases the observer was of the opinion that the lights 
or objects were within a ten mile radius, and where an estimate 
of elevation has been made the consensus of opinion is between 
30® and 40®* Although various impressions of colours and 
sizes of lights were given, it is considred that the variations 
in reports were in most oases d\ie to the short length of time 
the light was seen, 

23* The investigating officers formed the following 

opinion: 

(a=) The sighting was of a light, not of an object* 

(b) The light was of a considerable distance (not less than 
sixty Doiles) from the earths surface* 

(c) The light was probably caused by a meteor or similar body* 

In regard to the above opinio ns/§i^&9S$^ repptts 
stated that an object had been aseen, it is considered that the 
observers in these cases may have been influenced by_a previohs 
reading of reports in newspapers and magazines* "T?he distance 
factor is borne out l|i that all observers were facing the 
southern sky and whilst all had the opinion that the light was 
merely a few miles away, the most southerly sighting at Minnamurra 
(see paras 18 and 19) was approximately fifty (50) south of the 
most northerly sighting It will also be noted that the 
observer in para 12 gave the elevation as between 30® and 40®* 

This observer was some thirty (30) miles south of Sydney which 
further supports the opinion of great distance, there being 
little change of elevation although the observer^ is thirty miles 
closer to the light* Purthemore, newspaper reports of 
sightings in Victoria at the same time, which were not investig- 
ated, support the opinion that the lights or objects were a 
considerable distance from the earth's surface* 

24* In support of the meteor theory many observers gave 

their impressions as a large light or lights, followed by smaller 
lights. The investigating officers are of the opinion that this 
impression could be given by the break up of a large meteor* 



6 . 



i 






25* Recominendationfl : 

It is re comma ndad that any future Inveatlgatlons as 
a result of newspaper reports be conducted as follows; 

(a) Copies of all leading State and Interstate daily 

newspapers be obtained covering the period of the 
reports, 

(b) The Commonwealth Meteorologist be contacted for an 

opinion as to reports and sightings made by official 
observers, 

(c) Individual interviews then be undertaken if deemed 

necessary, 

26, Attached are copies of various reports which 

appeared in Sydney newspapers. 




SADLER) 

Flight Lleutenanant , 
Area £^elligence Officer^ 




(M.C. /MURI^Y) 

Squadwn Leader , 
Assistant Provost Marshall 



Sunday Herald . 
Sunday May 4th. 1952 
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SEVEN MEN REPORT 
SEEING 

A “FLYING SAUCER” 



^ > . 



Seven men reported teeing a “flying saucer” over the 
Sydney area and at Parket, 180 miles by air west of Sydney, 
yesterday. 

seven miles for at least two minutes 



They said it was 
a cigar-shaped object, 
well lit, which flew 
silently and very fast. 
R.A.A.F, and Civil Avia- 
ion officials and meteo- 
•ologists at the Sydney 
vVcather Bureau could not 
jive an explanation. 

The “flying saucer** was 
reported over: — 

PARKES at 6 a.m. (by 
one man); 

ENFIELD, western Syd 
ney suburb, eight miles 
from the city, at 6.10 a.m. 
(by three men); 

BELFIELD, adjacent to 
Enfield, at 6.10 a.m. (by 
one man); 



north of Hornsby, at 6.17 
a.m. (by two men). 

PARKES: 



39 



until it disappeared into 
cloud. It travelled silently. 

BELFIELD: 



Fast And High 



Mr. G. McKenzie, of 
Linda Street, Bclfield. 



** White Object 

Mr. L; Bailey, of the 
Parkes radio station 2PK, 

Mtd he saw a white object, said he was on bis way to 

at about 6.10 Ira. 

.“!..‘,!l® ‘bdwhen he saw a "flyingl 

saucer.** 

“1 thought I was seeing 
things and could hardly 
believe my eyes but the 
object passed overhead at 
about 500 miles an hour and 
travelling at around 25,000 
feet,** he said. 



town at 6 a.m. 

It was about 4,000 feet 
up and travelling at 450 
miles an hour. 

Mr. Bailey said he was 
on his way to conduct the 
station*s breakfast session. 
He watched the “saucer** 



ENFIELD: ‘‘Like Ship At Sea*^ 

P \A 4«v.. . ... 






Three P.M.G. employees 
said they were on their way 
to work at Enfield at 6.10 
a.m. when they saw an 
object which appeared to 
have many lighted windows. 

The men are: — Reg Ed- 
wards, of Hawthorn Parade. 
Haberfield; William Ander- 
son, of George Street, En- 
field; and Ken Shippley, oi 
Victoria Road, Burwood. 

Edwards, who acted as 
spokesman for the three, 
said: “We were in my truck 
©titsidc the Enfield posl- 
^ce when we saw the ‘fly- 
ing saucer.’ 

“It was well to the north 
of Enfield and travelling 
north to south. 

“It took us a Louple of 
seconds to realise we weren*t 
dreaming. 

“We then dashed from the 
truck to get a better view. 

“It was a long thing like 
an airship or a submarine, 
and all lit up like a liner at 
sea. 



“It travelled across the 
sky as straight as a gun 
barrel and appeared to be on 
a fixed course. 

“We saw it for at least a 
full minute, and ran to the 
comer of the street to watch 



Jav morning and no one 
will ever convince us we 
didn*t see the ‘saucer.* ” 

BEROWRA: 

“Due South” 



MADE NO SOUND 
“It was at least three or 
four times larger than 
four-engined Skymaster, It 
made no sound as it flew, 
jand travelled at about 500 
j miles an hour. 

I “One thing we were all 
convinced about, it was defi- 
nitely not a meteor or any 
kind of star. 




Keith Holmes, 19, dairy- 
wmer, of Turner Road, 
Berowra. and Gordon Ross, 
21. university student, of 
Crowley Road, Berowra, 
said the object they saw ap- 
peared over Berowra at 6.17 
a.m. It was travelling due 
south at a high speed. 

It was well lit and they 
could see sparks coming 
from a type of exhaust. i 

OFFICIALS: 



MR. R. EDWARDS Kuown Plane 

it finally disappear into a Officials in the operations 
bank of clouds. - 

“1 used to think stories 
about flying saucers were 
fairy tales but now the three 
of us are convinced thej 
really do exist. 

“We could even see thi *1® uo SMoqs TH 

exhausts at the back of the ® *'^•1 

‘saucer* which looked likf uojduiBqD puejQ jo do 
jets. 11 Joj aiaduioD oi m)|bus ;o \\n 

“When you see things lik/ oi )( 0 Bq auieo j 

this it kind of makes OrOI ujojj b jo 

wonder how long we al‘ waiunn 

have to live. ‘sa^eus u 

‘None of us v/tre suffer^® ® a|doad qq^ S 
ing from hang-overs yeslct/^ Pavojd b paiaejuR -ajiuai 
9 IH^V jo lunH a^BUs X3|on|- 
*|BnuuB jjaqi jo sijui 
o juas SBq aDjaumio^ -^q □ 
UBq 3 joiunf aqj jnq oj an 
Miiun II Xaui iBUM moux ss dj 




Sunday Telegraph 



Sunday May4th. 



^^Flying 
saucer'* 
seen in 
jSydney 

[ . Eleven people in 
^Sydney ond others 
'ot B e r o w r o ond 
P a r k e s yesterday 
claimed thot they 
taw o "flying 
saucer." 



All of them said they 
■saw the saucer soon 
^ter 6 a.m. 



f One of them. Mr. M. T. 
Judge, of Chatswood. an 
ex-Alr Force instructor, is 
an Instructor at the Kihgs- 
ford Smith Aero Club. 
Bankstown. 

“I was in the Boulevarde. 
Strathheld. when I saw the 
object 4000 to 5000 feet up. 
between Bankstown and 
' Mascot 



appeared to have no 
wmgs, was cigar-shaped, 
many times the size ox an 
SLmiOBXie, and had two 
sets of very bright lights at 
each end. 



*^e object flew Into a 
I cloud and disappeared. 

‘'When I saw it the time 
. was 6.9 a.m/' 



''Blue frail" 

i Mr. Alan Humphries. 37. 
of Strathfleld. and Nei) 
Hedges. 17. of Auburn, saw 
the **8auccr'‘ when they 
were delivering ice In 
Auburn. 



i 



^-At eight minutes past 
six we saw a very bright 
object coming toward! 
Sydney from the south- 
west." Mr. Humphries said 
**It^was shaped like • 
cigar, had two brUliant 
white Uffhts in front, and 
j left behind a blue trail. 

“It was much blggei 
than any plane I^e seen.** 



A Weather Bureau offi- 
cial said last night that a 
Bankstown man had re- 
ported seeing a huge ob- 
. ject over Sydney early yes- 
V terday. 



An East-West Airlines 

£ Uot and first officer told 
[ascot airport officials 
that they saw the “saucer*' 
while travelling to the 
aerodrome in a taxi 
They said the taxi-driver 
also saw it 



Three PJd.O. men said 
they saw the “saucer" at 
6.10 am. 7/hen they were 
going to work. ; 

, They arc William An- 
derson. of George Street, 
Enfield. Reg Edwards, of 
Hawthorn Parade. Haber- 
fleld, and Ken Shippley. of 
Victoria Road. Burwood. 

Mascot airport officials 
said that no aircraft was 
known to be In the area 
at the time of the reports. 

Weather Bureau officials 
said that no meteorological 
balloons were in the Eirea. 
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1N.S.W. nyiiv sau cCTS 
mystery 



NOT PLANES 
OR ROCKETS 

New reports of ''flying 
saucers" and "flying cigars" 
from Sydney, Leura and Kiama 
yesterday threw no new light on 
the mystery. 

But the R.A.A.F. hod no jet air* 
croft in the oir at dawn on Saturday, 
when the "saucers" were seen. 

View of scientists 

and was travelling to- 
wards the sea. 

"Mr. lies Long, of Rand- 
wick, and I watched it for 
30 seconds/* 

Mr. R, Pearson, of Win- 
ston Street. Leura, said he 
saw the object travelling 
silently from the west soon 
after 6 a.nL 

He described it as **a 
of lights moving very 

Weather Bureau offi- 
cers ruled out the possi- 
bility of the object be- 
ing a meteorological bal- 
loon. 

They said that weather 
officers at Mascot. Can- 
berra, Wagga, and Jervis 
Bay released small bal- 
loons at 2 a.m.. 8 a.m., 2 
p.m., and 8 p.m. daily. 

At Rathmlnes officers 
released bigger balloons at 
6 a.m. and 6 p.m. daily. 

fHof fVio cViarkA 



experts saia tne 
•"cigars' deft n i t e 1 y 
were not rocket pro- 
jectiles being tested. 

Scientists said they would 
bet ‘‘hundreds to one" 
that the "flying cigars'* 
were not man-made. 

On Saturday 11 people 
in SytUiey, Berowra, and 
Parkes r^?orted seeing a 
cigar-shap^ object in 
the sky. 

They estimated its 
height at from 4000 to 
25,000 feet, and its speed 
at hundreds of miles an 
hour. ^ 

New reports yesterday 
were* 

Mr* S. H. HUl, of Hill- 
crest Avenue, Hurst viUe: 
*‘I was at Mlnnemurra, 
three miles north of 
Kiama, South Coast, when 
I saw a torpedo-like shape 
at 6.5 &.m. to 6.10 a.m. on 
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Astronomer Says 
Saucer ** 

'{May Be Meteor 

The director of the Rivervi<;w Obser- \ 

the^’ D. O’Connell, said last night . 

they reported 

IroK Kl ^ *een early on Saturday was 
probably a bright meteor. 

Seven men— one in 
Parkes and six in the 



Sydney area — said on 
Saturday that they saw 
the “saucer” about 6 
a.m. 

They said it was a cisar 
r shaped object, well lit, 
' which flew silently and fast. 

' ^i”‘Sht the “Herald 
I ti^ef¥$d telephone calls 
» about every quarter of an 
> hour reporting “flykia 
lauccrs.” 

Reports of “flying 
; saucers*’ also came from 

• north-eastern Victoria and 
'from Adelaide. 

Father O’Connell said last 

• night: “The accounts given 
. by people when they see 
.something unusual arc nor- 
mally a htdt confused. 

. ‘The descriptidns which 

.were given, however, had 
nothing that would be in 
consistent with the theory 
tf*at the men had seen 
meteor. 

“Of course, a meteor 
would be travelling at a 
^^ed closer to 100,000 
times an hour than to 450 
itod would be far. far higher 
• than these people estimated 
“But to the untrained eye, 
under certain conditions, it 
bt well appear to be 
te close and moving 
more slowly.” 

Father O’Connell said the 
meteor would not have been 
seen at any observatory, be- 
cause nobody would be 
xr'atching at 6 a.m. 

SOUTHERN REPORTS 
Mr. Kelvin Ellis, of 
Hawkesbury Road, West- 
mead, and his fiancee. Miss 
Romii, Crittenden, of Weston 
Street. Harris Park, said 
they saw the "flying saucer” 
Bargo, in southern 
'f.S.W., while they were 
travelling towards Sydney 
on a motor cycle about 6 
a.m. on Saturday. 

They said its description 
sunilar to reports pub- 
hshed in “The Sunday 
Herald yesterday. 

Mr. Ellis said a car load 
or people passing through 
Bargo also saw the “flyine 
saucer.” He spoke to the 
motorists about it. 

Mr. J. Carmody, inter- 
state truck driver, of Station 
Street, Wentworthville, said 
he and his wife saw the “fly- 
mg saucer” while they were 
dnving through Benalla 
northern Victoria, at ' 
a.m. on Saturday. 

At Wangaratta, in north- 
Mstern Victoria, Mr. Bob 
Luke, railway signalman, 
said yesterday he saw “an 
object- like a tremendous I 



rocket” cross the sky to (te 
east of Wangaratta at 6.1ft 
a*m. on Saturday. 

“A guard named Mclner- 
ncy saw it too, from tb* 
Window of his van, as big 
train was leaving Benalla * 
be said. 

“It was too big to be aa 
ordinary rocket, and too 
slow to be a meteor.” ^ ' 

from the sea j 

Mr. G. Preston, of Mala- 
bar Road, Malabar, said 
saw a “flying saucer” m 
Sydney at 8.20 last night. 

He said he saw the object 
for about three minutes as it 
was coming in from the sea 
at a great height. 



DISC reported 

IN S.A. 

4 

Sunday.— 
Mr. R. J. Skinkfield, an cn-’ 
gineermg student, of St 
Peters, said to-day he had 
a small white disc over 
city moving relatively 
fast towards the south about 
12.15 p.m. 

He said it moved in a 
straight line a long way fro^ 
a high-flying plane, then dis- 
appeared over the 
tops. ' 

R.A.A.F. officials mi 
later thc^plane was making 
weather observations and 
the reported object had ne 
connection with it. 



LATE NEWS 



in 
3.30 



p 
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Scientists Say 
**Saucer ” 
Was A Meteor 



Scientists in N.S.W., Canberra and 
Victoria say that the ‘‘flying saucer” seen 
by more than a dozen people in N.S.W. 
and Victoria on Saturday morning was a 
meteor. 



- IN 5YDNEY, the De- 
puty Director of the 
Meteorological Bureau, 
Mr. J. Hogan, particu- 
larly commended a report 
sent to him by Mr J. 
Edwards, of Towradgi, 
near Wollongong, as 
showing signs of careful 
observation. 

Mr. Edwards said: “At 

iproximately 6.10 a.m. on 
Saturday 1 saw an object 
in the sky from my home. 

It had the appearance of 
a comet or meteor that had 
broken up into three or four 
smaller pieces, together 
with an accompanving 
amount of sparks which 
were probably the smaller 
pieces of the original body. 

“It appeared in the south 
west and headed in a direct 
line due east. 

in Outer Space 



“It appeared well above 
the earth and 1 would say 
it was well up into the cuter 
^ space. 

* “I could not even esti- 
i mate its speed, but I would 
^ say it travelled at about one- 

half or one-third the spe^ 
of a shooting star. 

*Thc main difference was 
!tet it travelled on a level 
imirsc. It was also much 
taraer and more easily seen 
sand Qew from west to east. 

* “What 1 saw had no re- 

* semblance to a *flying 

* saucerN nor any other type 
of *space ship.* 

“1 would attribute the 
‘sparks from the exhaust* as 
the finer particles such as 
one secs in the tail of a 
comet** 

Meteor Shower 




.i 



We are unanimous 
was nothing but a l^tge 
meteor,** Mr. Fletcher saM 
last night. 

He said that the o bject 
could be easily confused at 
a flying saucer or cigar. 

Dr. Woolley said that m 
meteor shower could extsi4 
for a number of days. 

The Trofessor of Aerc^ 
nautical Engineering at Sy^ 
ney University, Professor A- 
V. Stephens, said that in hii 
opinion, too, the object had 
been a meteor. 

“It is a dull solution, but 
it is the most likely of any 
in this case,*’ he added. . 



Big DLTerence 



However, the University** 
Professor of Physiology^^ 
Professor F. S. Cotton, s^ 
it was deflnite that 
people who had reported 
seeing the *‘flying saucer* 
bad not been ima] * 
things. 

“There is a great di§e#- 
ence between the sighting of 
these occasional strange 
meteoric phenomena and 
the mass sighting of “ flying 
saucers** throughout 
world, which occurred 
jears ago,** be said. 



th 



Security Probe 



In Melbourne last night 
an official of the Common- 
wealth Security Branch said 
that the reports would be 
probed. 

‘The eye-witnesses* ac- 
counts are too incomplete 
reject the strange o bject 
summarily as a meteorolo- 
gical phenomenon,*’ he said.i 



£S CANBERRA, the 
Cemmoowealth Astrono- 
mer at Mt Stromlo Obser 
vatpry. Dr. R. Woolley 
said that a shower ol. 
meteors had caused tte 
many reports of flytitg 
saucers over New Sotz^ 
Wales during the week-eiuL 
He added that the c hie( 
assistant at the observatory^ 
Dr. A. R. Hogg, had seen 
bright meteor with a skwiH 
disappearing trail at 5.1s 
a.m. on Sunday. \ 

He had been psing a tcle^^ 
scope, but said that the 
meteor would be visible tc 
the naked eye as a brigh, 
light moving at high spec 

Unanimous 



> IN VICTORIA, two_ 
scientists from the Com- 
monwealth Scientific and! 
Industrial Research Organi- 
sation, who claim to have 
seen the object on Saturday 
morning, also insist that 
was a meteor. : i 

One of the scientists, Mr. ' 
P. Gartner, said that he > 
the phenomenon w|#eI 
in a car at Queen»< 
e with a fellow-scientisU 
Mr. W. J. Fletcher. ^ 



w 
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fServicemeii see ^flying 
saucers' 

‘NOT^MET 
OR CLOUDS' 

Three servicemen yesterday 
gove new reports of seeing ^^fly- 
ing saucers'' near Sydney. 

They mode the reports to Dr. J. H. 

Piddington, principol research officer 
of the Radiophysics Division of 
C.S.I.R.O. 

Angies and bearing 



li 



i 



The servicemen gave 
Dr. Piddington the 
angle and bearing of 
the sightings. 

A former RAAJ. 
operatioiud pilot and Bre 
other people also re- 
ported to the Daily Tele- 
rroph that they had 
seen flying objecta. 

The Dally Telegraph 
passed these reports to Dr. 
Piddington. 

Dr. Piddington said he 
would check the descrip- 
tions in the reports with 
certain types of clouds. 

In Victoria rcptorts of 
flying saucers came from 
an aircraft navigator and 
residents of Snepparton 
and IBenalla. 

* Not “ours” 

The nine new reports 
yesterday were from people 
who saw the objects late 
-on Friday night or early 
Saturday morning. 

Five of the observers 
are convinced that the 
“object" they saw was not 
light on a cloud. 

The reports are: 

• Mr. Arthur Pldler, of 
WooUahra. former R.AJLP. 
operational pilot; "What I 
saw was nothing if it was 
not an aircraft. If it was 
not one of *ours»* it was one 
of theirs. 

[No R.A.AF. Jet planes 
were in the air early on 
Saturday or late on Friday 
night.] 

"It was not a comet or 
a meteor, both of which 
I have seen in different 
parts of the world.” 

Mr. Fidler watched 
object for 45 seconds from; 
the first tee at Eastlakes 
golf course at 6.10 a.m. 



Captain Ireland said: "it 
was an object, not a light 
cm a cloucl. 

“I saw it for 45 seconds 
through an arc of 60 de- 
grees. 

J*The angle of sight was 
about 30 degrees. 

“It kept a steady 
co^se and glowed like 
a fluorescent light against 
a clear «ky untU U dis- 
in a dark cloud 

bank.” 

Mr. M. Felkln. of Scfion 
near Bankstown, said he 
saw the object "glowing 
with light but making no 
sound" at 6.10 ajn ^ he 
w^ked to Sefton statioh. 

He said: "I saw it lor 
* 8cx)d ten seconds. 

“I would not like to say 
what shape it was, or what 
color. 

"It moved at great speed 
on an easterly course.’* 

Mr. A. Bond, taxi driver,’ 
of Canley Vale, said he^ 
saw "a flyipg object" atj 
3.30 a.m. on SatuMay ‘ 
Mr. Bond said: “It could 
not have been rays of the 
sun moving along a cloud 
Pldto^ton stiggests. 
flames seemed to come 
^m the rear as the ob- 
ject rushed without any 
sound from the north-west 
to south-east.” 

Miss j^thleen Weekes I 
and her parents. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Weekes, of Ches- 
ter Hm. said they saw 
what they thought was “a 
cone-sha^d comet trail- 
ing sparks^ at 11.45 p.m. 
on Fn^y. 




"Niisli” Iwn on saucers 

j^und to the perpendicu- otficers have refused the Civil Aviation Department per- 

traveued at aboat investigate reports of "flying saucers," Mr 

4;^ in.p.h. at between , R, M. Seymour soid tonight. 



450 m.p.h. at between 
3000 and 4000 feet, and 
glowed with a Neon-like 
glow. 

“It held its height and 
did not fall away as it dis^ 
appeared in a heavy cloud- 
bank.” 

Two R.AAJ*. 
each n 

to Dr. Fh!dIMBfl|i on 
different 
the Bankstown area at flJtt 

_qiejprita _o. ijUwd. at 

i fai att- Jieaaglr. — " 



, Mr. Seymour Is 
superintenttooyfc of Air 
rraffic Control. 

He said his department 
bad planned to set up a 



special section to collate 
facts on "flying saucer** re- 
ports. 

Intelligence officials 
had told him that "flying 
saucers" were "security 



matters." 

Mr. Seirmour said "sau- 
cer" reports which he had 
collected followed the pat-., 
tern of similar reports in 
the United Statea 1 




